Senior reading: Reading to children and independent reading at home

Handout B for parents

Key messages – Why reading to children is important

Children in years 5 to 8 are not “too old” to enjoy listening to you reading aloud. Listening to lots of different stories that use lots of rich language will help them in all their learning.

By listening to stories read aloud, children learn more and more about book language and about how print works. Listening to books that are slightly above the level that your child can read independently exposes your child to rich language and gives them opportunities to think deeply about complex text.

Take an interest in the books your child reads independently. Ask them to share the story or information and respond with enthusiasm when they do.
Take turns with your child and read to each other. This enables you to support your child by explaining words or retelling the story together. You can also help your child work out words they don’t understand, which will make it easier for them to read books.  

Talking together about the story, or retelling the story together, will help your child to make sense of the story and of the world around them. 

Linking the story to your child’s experiences helps them to understand the story more clearly. Talk together about what happens in the book – the character, where it is set, the plot, how the choice of language and structure shapes the book and what messages the author intended the reader to find.

Use the language already in the book when you talk about it. This helps your child learn and remember new words. 

Reading stories in your own language will help keep your culture strong and will also help children understand how stories work.

Doing things together helps nurture your relationship with your child. Reading aloud together can be one of those things. 
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